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DISCLAIM
ER: This slide deck includes a variety of ideas under consideration and developm

ent. These ideas 
have not been adopted by the Board.



Ideas under consideration

Rulem
aking concepts

•Instructional hours and days for 
the 2020-21 school year
•M

astery-based crediting
•Clarification on m

eeting subject 
area graduation requirem

ents
•Flexibility for W

A State H
istory 

requirem
ent

Potential legislative requests
•Graduation pathw

ays flexibility
•Credit graduation requirem

ents 
flexibility

2





Instructional hours and days
Rulem

aking concept

•
SBE has statutory authority on access, com

pliance, and im
plem

entation 
of the Program

 of Basic Education
•

Social distancing, school closures, and distance learning m
ay im

pact 
basic education delivery and access in SY 2020-21

•
Rule concept:
•

Counting tim
e outside of the traditional classroom

 for instructional hours 
and school days

•
Rules applicable for SY 2020-21 only

•
SBE review

 of rules in Spring 2021 to anticipate needs for SY 2021-22

•
SBE w

ill collect additional info in m
inim

um
 basic education com

pliance 
reporting
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M
astery-based crediting

Rulem
aking concept

•
Perm

issive rules w
ould articulate districts’ existing authority in an explicit 

w
ay to clarify w

hat is allow
ed and to support districts in offering these 

opportunities m
ore w

idely
•

Put E2SH
B 1599 definition of M

BL into rule and change “com
petency” to 

“m
astery” in SBE W

AC to align w
ith law

 and w
ork group’s w

ork
•

Broad categories for student dem
onstration of proficiency:

•
State assessm

ents
•

Local assessm
ents

•
Success in a higher level course

•
O

ther M
BL w

ork group recom
m

endations

•
D

istricts w
ould still need to adopt a w

ritten policy
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M
eeting subject-area graduation requirem

ents
Rulem

aking concept

•
Rules w

ould clarify that a single course m
ay m

eet m
ore than one subject 

area graduation requirem
ent

•
Already com

m
on practice w

ith CTE course equivalencies, rule w
ould clarify 

that this practice m
ay be applied to other core subject area requirem

ents

•
Potential benefits
•

Provide flexibility in students’ schedules to m
ake up courses or take other 

elective credits
•

Encourage exploration of m
ultidisciplinary approaches to teaching and 

learning that w
ould com

plem
ent project-based and m

astery-based learning
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Flexibility for W
A State H

istory requirem
ent

Rulem
aking concept

•
Current rules allow

 principal to w
aive the W

SH
 requirem

ent for 
individual students under certain circum

stances
•

Proposed rules w
ould expand w

aiver option to students w
ho did not 

com
plete a W

SH
 course because of an em

ergency school closure
•

M
any students w

ill be able to m
ake up the course, but it m

ay becom
e a 

barrier to som
e given few

er options and tighter schedule
•

D
istricts m

ust still provide the opportunity for students to take W
SH

 and 
m

ust still m
eet statutory requirem

ents regarding teaching and learning 
of civics, the W

A constitution, and the Since Tim
e Im

m
em

orial 
curriculum
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Graduation pathw
ays flexibility

Potential legislative request

•
Access to pathw

ays has been lim
ited due to school closures and 

cancellation of testing, and som
e existing flexibilities are expiring

•
O

ptions to provide needed flexibility
•

Extend Expedited Assessm
ent Appeal w

aiver (staff recom
m

end)
•

Local w
aiver option for individual students

•
D

istrict w
aiver to innovate w

ith pathw
ays

•
Statew

ide suspension of pathw
ays for one or tw

o years

•
Longer term
•

N
eed for ongoing em

ergency authority
•

W
holistic approach

•
Pathw

ays report recom
m

endations
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Credit graduation requirem
ents flexibility

Potential legislative request

•
The im

pact of school closures, m
odified schedules, and hybrid learning 

m
odels w

ill continue to jeopardize som
e students’ ability to com

plete 
credit graduation requirem

ents on tim
e

•
Statute allow

s districts to w
aive up to tw

o flexible credits based on 
individual student circum

stances, but m
ore flexibility m

ay be w
arranted 

in som
e cases

•
Extend em

ergency w
aiver of credit graduation requirem

ents
•

Local determ
ination on individual student basis

•
To be used as last resort after dem

onstrating good faith effort
•

M
ore restrictive param

eters for num
ber and type of credits
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N
ext steps

•
Board m

eeting on July 8 and 9
M

aterials, including draft of proposed rules, w
ill be posted online: 

https://sbe.w
a.gov/m

eetings#m
eeting-2431

•
Subm

it feedback to sbe@
k12.w

a.us
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